Art1
Instructor: Mr. Martin McDermott
mcdermottm@mtnbrook.k12.al.us
(205) 414-3800 ext.7738

Course Description: Art 1 serves as a foundational course which introduces students to a broad range of concepts, materials, and techniques in the visual arts.  This course is a prerequisite to level II visual arts courses including 3-D Sculpture, 2-D Design, and Drawing & Painting.  In this class, students will learn to create works of art using a variety of two- and three-dimensional media.  Projects are designed so that students will develop their understanding of the elements and principles of art as well as a variety of historical styles.

Course Objectives: Students will:
· Create original works of art from direct observation.
· Use reflective ideas, personal experiences, and imaginary content to create works of art.
· Apply the elements of art and principles of design to the production of two- and three-dimensional artwork.
· Demonstrate the use of traditional, digital, and multimedia techniques to create works of art.
· Evaluate selected works of art to determine the effectiveness of their organization.
· Utilize specialized terminology from art history, aesthetics, criticism, and production in discussions of works of art.
· Describe historical themes, symbols, and styles associated with works of art from various cultures, times, and places, including major periods and movements.

Materials:
The lab fee for this course will take care of all tools and materials needed for classroom projects.  Additionally, students will need to provide the following:
	Required:							School store price:			Sketchbook - 8.5”x11”	(hardbound recommended)       	$10	
	Set of Drawing Pencils (Staedtler Mars Lumograph)	     	$6	
2 Erasers (1 pink pearl and 1 kneaded)			$.75 ea.	
Optional: Small pencil sharpener, 2 pocket folder (3-hole)

Classroom Policies and Expectations:
1. RESPECT your classmates, your teacher and your classroom at all times.  Violations of this policy will result in disciplinary actions including detention, conference with teacher, phone call to parent/guardian, referral to administration, etc. 
2. ATTENDANCE is very important!  Almost all of the objectives of this class will be met with in-class work.  If a day is missed, all work should be promptly made up before or after school by appointment with the teacher.  Class work missed due to an excused absence will be accepted one day late for each excused day.  Homework due dates will stay the same regardless of absences (if student misses day homework is due, it will be due on the day the student returns).  It is the student’s responsibility to ask for and to obtain make-up work, and/or extra help.
3. DO NOT BE LATE!  Tardiness is disruptive and disrespectful.  If late, you must grab a tardy slip located on the back of the door and turn in to the teacher within 5 mins. of bell (After 3 tardies, detention will be assigned and parent/guardian contacted).
4. TURN ASSIGNMENTS IN ON TIME. Late work will be accepted for a lower grade.  Grade will decrease 10% for each day late, up to five days.  Half credit awarded up to two weeks from due date.  After two weeks, no credit will be awarded.
5. BE PREPARED-come to class with all materials and homework and be ready to work.
6. PARTICIPATE-work hard on all assignments, participate during class discussions and critiques, be on task, and do not distract others from their work.
7. CLEAN UP after yourself.  You are responsible for cleaning any areas and tools you have worked with.  Failure to clean up will result in loss of participation points and possible further disciplinary action.
8. NO FOOD, drinks, or gum allowed in the classroom.  Bottled water is acceptable.  If you must eat something during class due to medical or schedule reasons, you may do this with permission from the teacher.
9. EXTRA CREDIT will occasionally be offered.  Take advantage of each opportunity as needed.
10. MUSIC will be played occasionally in class during extended individual work periods.  Personal headphones can be used during same time periods.
11. CELL PHONES are NOT ALLOWED in class.  They should be off or on silent and stay in pockets or bags.  Violating this policy will result in disciplinary action.

Grading Profile:
Major Studio Projects-50%
Sketchbook and Minor Projects: Notes/Sketches/Writing-20%
	Participation/Studio Maintenance-20%
	Quizzes-10%
Final Exam- This will be averaged in as 20% of your final grade at the end of the semester.

Student Projects will be evaluated on effort, craftsmanship, creativity, composition, meeting objectives, presentation, and improvement.  Students will be tested over lectures, notes, and readings.  Weekly grades will be given for participation/studio maintenance (tardiness, inability to clean work area and put materials away correctly, etc. will be considered).  Students will be required to keep a sketchbook with notes from class lectures, sketches for homework and studio projects, and short written assignments (this will be checked regularly).
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