Latitude and Longitude with Google Earth
Any location on Earth is described by two numbers--its latitude and its longitude. If a pilot or a ship's captain wants to specify position on a map, these are the "coordinates" they would use.
Actually, these are two angles, measured in degrees, "minutes of arc" and "seconds of arc." These are denoted by the symbols ( °,   ',   "  ) e.g. 35° 43' 9" means an angle of 35 degrees, 43 minutes and 9 seconds (do not confuse this with the notation (', ") for feet and inches!). A degree contains 60 minutes of arc and a minute contains 60 seconds of arc--and you may omit the words "of arc" where the context makes it absolutely clear that these are not units of time.
What is latitude and longitude:
http://nationalatlas.gov/articles/mapping/a_latlong.html#one
http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/imageg.htm (plus cool lat and long tools)

How to find lat and long in Google Earth:
http://www.googleearth.narrative1.com/finding-latitude-and-longitude
How to navigate Google Earth:
http://earth.google.com/intl/en/userguide/v4/tutorials/navigating.html
Use the following information to create a handout for students. You can either type in the attraction and have the students fill in the latitude and longitude, or you can type in the latitude and longitude and have students fill in the attraction. This could be like a scavenger hunt. 
Birmingham Area Attractions:
Vulcan Park:
33°29'30.04"N
86°47'43.75"W
B’ham Zoo:
33°29'30.19"N
86°46'41.55"W
Alabama Theatre:
33°31'38.24"N
86°48'22.03"W
Alabama Adventure:
33°26'45.07"N
86°45'39.90"W
McWane Center:
33°30'56.43"N
86°48'27.81"W
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute:
33°30'56.70"N
86°48'50.11"W
Tannehill Ironworks Historical StatePark
33°15'2.82"N
87° 4'15.72"W
Rickwood Field
33°30'8.71"N
86°51'19.23"W
