Designing a TRACKSTAR

TrackStar is a great Internet site sponsored by the Advanced Learning Technologies in Education Consortia (ALTEC). You can know nothing at all about html or website development and, within minutes, have an online activity posted for your students. It's easy, quick, and guides your students straight to the sites you have selected for them.

Preliminary Work:

· Choose a topic that you would like to research on one type of emerging technology in the medical field or the business arena.

· Search the Internet for websites that provide information. Preview each site and prepare study questions, annotations or assignments for that site. (Five sites will be fine.)

· You are not allowed to point more than half your links to the same parent site to avoid copyright problems.

· Prepare a brief description of your track. 

It might look like this:

Project Title: 
What is the i-pen?
Description of Track:

Discover a great input and writing tool for your computer. Learn what it is and how to use it.
(1) Title of Web site:

Zyon Shop: i-Pen-Presentation Digital Pen/Optical Pen Mouse
Web site address: 
 http://www.zyonshop.com/product/ipen.htm
Questions: 

· What three things can you do with this pen? 

a. 



b.


c.

· Do you have to unplug your regular mouse to use this pen?
(2) Title of Web site:

amazon.com: i-Pen IPEN Digital Pen Optical USB Mouse Input Device
Web site address:

http://www.amazon.com/I-Pen-Digital-Optical-Mouse-Device/dp/B0000AC88K/ref=pd_sxp_grid_pt_0_0/105-2959040-9274862#moreAboutThisProduct
Question:

· On what surfaces can you use this pen?
· Do you need special software, or is this pen plug and play?

(3) Title of Web site:

the gadgeteer: I-Pen Electric Pen
Web site address:

http://www.the-gadgeteer.com/review/i_pen_electronic_pen_and_pen_internet_s_complete_note_taking_solution_review
Questions:

· After installation of the i-Pen, what is added to your system tray so you can access the pen’s features?
· Will what you hand write with the pen, convert to text in an application like Notepad?

(4) Title of Web site:

GEEK.com: Mini-Review: i-pen
Web site address:

http://www.geek.com/news/geeknews/2003Nov/rev20031128022535.htm
Questions:

· Can you use the i-pen to draw pictures in the Paint program?
· What program do you need in conjunction with the i-pen in order to write e-mail in your own handwriting?

(5) Title of Web site:

Finger Systems, Inc.: What is i-pen?
Web site address:

http://www.fingersystem.com/what/overview.asp
Questions:

· The i-pen is an input and ______________ device that looks and feels like a natural pen.

· i-pen Bluetooth—Do you have a wireless i-pen option? 
Now you're ready to make the TrackStar.

A. Go to http://altec.org/index.php .

B. Click on the TrackStar hyperlink located on the left side of the page.

C. Click on “Create an Account and Start Making a Track” if you have never created a track.


Follow the directions there and complete the form.


Copy and paste from your Word document so that you won't have spelling errors:

· Your name

· Email address

· Title of Track

· Brief Description of Track

·  Type in “Key Words” associated with your Track

· Select the type of Track (which should be a Resource List).

· Select a subject area for your Track.

· Select a grade level which your Track could be used.

· Copy and paste title of website and URL (address of website).

· Copy and paste questions for the site in the “Annotation” section.


C.  After completing steps 1 and 2, scroll down the page and click on the “Save” button. 

      D.  Record the number assigned to your TrackStar.

E.   Post the TrackStar number in the Discussion Area.

