Dreamweaver

In Windows, the first time you start Dreamweaver, a dialog box appears that allows you to choose a workspace layout. If you change your mind later, you can switch to a different workspace using the Preferences dialog box.
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We will be using Dreamweaver MX Workspace.
Using the Standard Toolbar

The Standard toolbar contains buttons for common operations from the File and Edit menus: New, Open, Save, Save All, Cut, Copy, Paste, Undo, and Redo. Use these buttons just as you would use the equivalent menu commands.

To display the Standard toolbar, choose View > Toolbars > Standard.
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You can drag the Standard toolbar to the same row as the Document toolbar.
Define Your Site

Click on Site>NewSite

Make sure the Advanced tab is chosen

Fill in the values shown below
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Name your site your last name

Browse to your S drive and choose the MBE Webpages/Your grade level/Your name folder for your Root Folder 

as well as your Default Images Folder
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Build your Page

You are now ready to prepare your first page. You should have a blank workspace open and ready. Before you begin, you need to name your file. If this is your home page you should name the page “default.htm” Use no capitals or spaces when naming files. Keep file names 8 characters or less.
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File>Save As> browse to your myweb folder>name the file “default.htm” and click Save

Now that you have saved your page it’s time to set up your page properties.

In the top toolbar, click Modify>Page Properties
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Fill in these values using your own page title. The page title is what appears in the blue bar of the browser toolbar. Do not confuse this with the file name of the page. That appears in the URL of the browser.

You may change colors by click on the color boxes to access the color palette. If you click on the colored sphere, you may mix colors.

 

Using Tables to Layout your Page

All elements on a web page must be contained in a cell of a table.
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When you click on the Insert Table icon you will see this:
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Fill in these values and click OK.

A table will appear in your workspace.

Highlight the table and change its properties. 
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Use the property inspector to change table width (never more than 550 pixels!), 

number of rows and columns, background color, alignment, etc.

To merge cells in your table:

Highlight the two cells to be merged – click and drag across the cells.
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Click on the merge symbol and the 2 cells become one. 

This is useful when you are inserting a heading.
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To split a cell into two or more cells, click on the split cells symbol. 

Inserting Text into the table
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Use web safe fonts

Remember that there are web safe fonts. These are fonts that are installed on most computers and will show up when the page is called up. 

Web safe fonts are:
•Times New Roman

•Courier

•Arial

Using a non-web safe font may cause your page to look different than you designed it to look.
You may edit your font list:






Editing the font list






To insert a heading (image) into your table
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To insert an image using merged cells





The center cell will expand to accommodate the image. 

Our next step is to inflate the surrounding cells to make all cells even in width.









To make a text link:

Highlight the text you want to serve as a link.
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When inserting a URL (web address) it is easy to go to the website and copy then paste the URL in the Link box. Just minimize Dreamweaver, launch Netscape, browse to the page you want, highlight and copy the URL then bring Dreamweaver back up and paste the URL in the Link box.


Launch your browser and highlight then copy the web address.




Then paste your address in the Link box.

To make a link to a file within your site
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You will see the following screen. Browse to that file and hit OK.
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The link is now a file within your web folder.
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OR

If you have set up a site, you may use the following method of linking to pages within your site by dragging files over from the panel group.

Highlight the text you want to be a link, click on the Point to File icon and drag over to the file name listed in your panel group. 

Remember…in order to use this method, you must have already created the page you want to link to.
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To add an e-mail link:

Highlight the text or image you want to serve as a link.
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Fill the link box in with the following

mailto:youngl@mtnbrook.k12.al.us
(replace youngl with your user name)

Use no spaces and no caps.


To preview in your browser
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Click on the globe and choose your browser. At school it is IExplorer. Look for the browser toolbar to make sure you are previewing your page. Remember to go back into Dreamweaver to make further changes! 

Preview often and save before you preview just in case your machine locks up.

To turn off your table borders:

Highlight your table by clicking on it. You will know it is highlighted when you see the black boxes around the perimeter and the property inspector displays table properties.

Click in the Border field in the property inspector and change the “1” to a “0”.
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When you preview with no borders you will see this:
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The table is still there holding the elements in place – your audience just can’t see them.

A tip:

When learning how to design webpages, look at how the designer used tables.

While in Netscape, click on File>Edit Page to see the layout in composer. 

Table borders will show up and you can get a good idea about how the page was constructed.

Make sure you are in the S drive under MBE Webpages.





Change the file name and use the .htm file extension





Click on the folder to browse to the local root folder – it will be your folder in the MBE webpage folder on the S drive.





The borders now consist of a dotted line. This means you can see the table in Dreamweaver but you will not see the borders in the web browser.





Change the “1” to a “0”





Highlight the filename of the image and drag into the cell.





If the table is highlighted, you will see small black boxes around the perimeter





The property inspector now provides options to change the table.





The top two cells are merged for a centered heading.





The property inspector is set up to modify text when you start typing.





When the text is highlighted, fill in the Link box with the web address that you want to link to. 





Click on the folder to browse to other pages in your myweb folder that you may want to link to. 





Don’t go above 550.





Name your pages:





MBE – Your Name – what the page is





Example:


MBE – Mrs. Smith – Home Page





You will have to do this in your room and on any computer you use.





Click on the globe to launch the browser.





Enter your web site address





Click on the lower right corner of the table to highlight the table.





The table is selected when you see black boxes around its perimeter.





Click on the lower right corner of your table to select it.





Place your cursor in the cell in which you want your image to appear.





Click on your image to select it.





The property inspector has now changed to allow image modifications.





The file appears in your link box.





Click on the Point to File icon and drag over to your file listed in your site.





Highlight and drag the image file name into the cell.





Highlight and merge the center column using the merge tool





Create a table with 3 columns and 5 rows.





Click on the font you wish to add. Use the arrow to move the font to the Chosen Fonts column





At the bottom of the font listings, choose Edit Font List to add different fonts





Click in the white area outside of your table to see how the table resized itself.





Change the width of the column to the width of the table (550) minus the width of the image (64) and divide that number by two.





Place your cursor in a cell within the column you want to define the width





Now do the same for the right column and the outer cells will be the same width and will even up the table.





Copy and paste a web address.





Paste the address in the Link box in the property inspector





Launch your web browser and highlight the web address. Copy the address. 





Don’t forget to add a link back.





If you want to use “cutsie” fonts, make an image (p.11)





When you press enter, you will automatically get double space unless you hold down the shift key.  





Click outside table to make it realign.





Typical page is size 2.





To make a new page: File/New/Create.


If it says default*untitled at the top, it means you haven’t save last changes.





Name your second page what it is.  *Be sure to title it: MBE – Your Name’s Page or Your Name’s – what it is. (see pages 3 and 4)


Example: 


file name: student pics.htm 


title: MBE – Mrs. Smith’s Student Pictures or just MBE – Mrs. Smith’s Page





This link does not work from inside MBE, but it will work from home.





MBE Webpages/3rd/Terry





MBE - Mrs. Smith – Home Page
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