IF you can answer “YES” to any of these questions, please continue to read…

Do your students ever leave their work at home?
Do you or your students find it difficult to have the opportunity to collaboratively work on a document?
Do your students have a need to collaborate with other students or another class in Mtn. Brook or anywhere in the world?
Do some of your students experience difficulty completing assignments because they do NOT have Office 2007 programs at home?
Do you have a need for your students to work simultaneously on the same document?
Do you have a need to easily share documents with students?
Do you have a need to create and share calendars with due dates/upcoming tests with other teachers and or your students?
Do you or your students have problems sharing files due to dual platform or software compatibility issues? (Mac at home/PC at school)
Do you want to use some 21st Century tools with your students?
Do you need useful tools to integrate with the curriculum to support technology standards for your grade level?
Do you want to easily motivate your students using tech tools?
Do you want to be effective, challenging and engaging…
ETC.

Do you know that teachers and students at MBE have Google Apps Accounts? 

The attached document entitled Google Docs Accessing will show you how to login to Google Docs through the MBS Portal.
(There is a link to the MBSPortal on our technology web page.)

With Google Documents, you can easily create, share, and edit documents online. Here are a few specific things you can do:

1. Upload Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint or plain text documents, create documents from scratch, and download your online ones.
1. Edit documents online simultaneously with anyone you choose, and invite others to view them. 
1. Keep track of who made changes to a document and when, and roll back to any version. 
1. Email your documents out as attachments.

Students and teachers also have email accounts through Google. Student email addresses are in the Student Logins spreadsheet on R/Staff/Student Logins. IF a student has a  “NO” marked for having an email account on the Technology Usage Agreement, please do not allow that student to use email. IF a parent marked “NO” on the Tech Usage agreement and now decides that it’s OK for their child to have an email account, please send the parent another Tech Usage Agreement to complete. (No’s indicated on R/Staff/Internet Usage/ 2010 tech_internet usage policy. If you have a new student who can’t access his/her Google Docs or Google email account please let me know that as well.

If you choose to use Google Apps with your class, you may want to consider having each student sign the attached Google Apps Student Code of Conduct.  (This is an example of a Code of Conduct form you could use. Feel free to add more to this if you desire. This simply sets parameters for using Google Apps and lets the students know your expectations.)

Points to Remember:
1. Students/Teachers must login via the MBSPortal in order to access Google Apps.
1. The login/password to the portal is the SAME as computer network login.
1. Before logging in to portal to access Google Apps, please go over Google Apps Code of Conduct with students and have each student sign and return the form to you.
1. Student email address is their login followed by student.mtnbrook.k12.al.us.    EX: First Middle Last GradYear = 2016fml@student.mtnbrook.k12.al.us
1. Teacher email address is lastnamefirstinitial followed by student.mtnbrook.k12.al.us.    EX: campk@student.mtnbrook.k12.al.us

Want to Experience Google Apps?
Print the Google Docs Accessing attachment and give Google Apps a test drive! Feel free to share documents with me or collaborate with a cohort!
Want to schedule a time with me for you or your grade level cohorts to experience Google Apps?
Let me know of your interest and when you or your group is available. (During grade level meeting, planning time, or after school session?)

MANY THANKS to central office for providing Google Apps! 

