MOUNTAIN BROOK SCHOOLS

PEDICULOSIS (HEAD LICE)
J-21

Background:

Head lice are a common problem for children and their families. The head louse
is a wingless insect that lives on the human scalp and lays eggs (nits) in the hair.
The primary transmission of head lice is by direct contact or common use of
combs, hairbrushes, clothing, bedding or headgear. Head lice are not limited to
any one sex, age, social, ethnic or economic group of children.

Having head lice does not pose a health risk to the infested person, but does
have associated social stigma and creates anxiety and concern for the local
education associations, parents and students.

Pediculosis Policy:

It is the policy of the Mountain Brook City Schools that whenever a student is
identified with head lice, the parents will be notified and asked to pick the child up
at school, allowing sufficient time for verbal and written instruction regarding the
treatment of head lice. Each school will establish procedures for the control of
head lice within the school.

The student may be readmitted to school the following day, provided that
appropriate treatment has been given and no evidence of live lice is found.

Mass screenings for head lice may be conducted as indicated. These
screenings shall be conducted in a manner that maintains the privacy and
confidentiality of each student.

The school nurse will provide staff support and guidelines for parent education
and environmental management for the treatment of head lice.
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