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MBHS Announces Fourteen National Merit 
Semifi nalists

Each year approximately 1.5 million students enter the National Merit 
Scholarship competition and 50,000 are identifi ed as “high scorers.”  From 
this group the top 1-1 ½ % of students from each state are named semifi nal-
ists.  This year there were fourteen National Merit Semifi nalists from Moun-
tain Brook High School. These students have been provided with scholarship 
applications and materials explaining requirements to advance in the compe-
tition for Merit Scholarship awards.

In addition to the fourteen semifi nalists, ten students were named as Na-
tional Merit Commended Students.  They are Sean Bryson, Helen Buckley, 
Harrison Edmonds, Grace Elledge, Billy Massey, Elliott Potter, Catherine 
Prater, Leah Schoel, Butler Sparks and Mary Morgan Weed.

Principal, Mr. Vic Wilson, commented, “These are terrifi c young people 
who have greatly improved their prospects for college admission and scholar-
ships by being named National Merit Semifi nalists.  This is the result of hard 
work by the students and great support from the school system staff  and the 
families of these students.  It is also very important to point out that these 
students are not only successful academically, but are also involved in many 
extra-curricular activities as well as community endeavors.  They are all re-
markably well-rounded.”

Superintendent, Mr. Dicky Barlow, added, “On behalf  of all of us at 
Mountain Brook Schools, I congratulate the National Merit Semifi nalists 
and Commended Students.”

What is Happening Today?

First row (L to R) Audrey Waldrop, Barrett LaRussa, David Elmets, Allison Weaver, 
Mary Sellers Shaw, Lauren Spivey, Michael Bolus. Second row (L to R) Kevin Jiang, 
Margaret Ellen Crawford, Alex Reddy, Sara Black, Lizzie Ernstberger, Stephen Elliott, 
Colby Sieber 

The November, 2009, edition of the Mountain Brook Schools section of 
The Reporter was devoted to the 50th birthday of the school system and fea-
tured highlights of the past fi fty years.  This issue focuses on today—what is 
happening, how well students are achieving, and how people feel about the 
school system.  This page is devoted to two special groups – high school stu-
dents who were named National Merit Semifi nalists and teachers who have 
recently received National Board certifi cation.  The following pages feature 
results of standardized tests taken by students last spring and results of par-
ent, teacher and student surveys, also from last spring.

Twenty Teachers Receive National Board Certifi cation
The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards believes the single 

most important step the nation can take to improve schools is to strengthen 
teaching.  To that end NPTS has developed high, rigorous standards for this 
national certifi cation.  The certifi cation process takes one to three years and 
requires teachers to demonstrate their knowledge and skills as professional 
educators.  Each candidate’s performance is individually examined by trained 
teachers and measured against the highest standards set by the profession.

To complete the process, teachers submit fi ve portfolios including video-
tapes that document the candidate’s teaching practice and examples of stu-
dent work. These are supported by commentaries on the goals and purposes 
of instruction, an analysis of the lessons and a rationale for the decisions/
judgments made.  This is followed by a formal, timed assessment designed to 
elicit knowledge of subject matter.

Mountain Brook Schools is pleased to recognize teachers who have re-
ceived National Board certifi cation over the past two years.  In November 
of 2008, certifi cation was granted to Erika Ponder (1st grade – BWF), Ka-
tie Wigton (2nd grade – BWF), Julie Hudson (5th grade – BWF), Debbie 
Stump (Science – MBJH), Kristin Coppock (English – MBJH), Connie Shaw 
(Multi-media – MBHS), and Heather Wint (Spanish – MBHS).

In November of 2009, these teachers were certifi ed:  April Cartee ( 4th 
grade – CB), Jennifer Summerlin (Reading Coach—CB), Alicia Hunsburger 
(Special Education—CB), Jayne Euwer (Kindergarten—CES), Janet Nelson 
(Music—CES), Amanda Johnson (3rd grade—CES), Cherry Thomas (PE—
MBE), Leslie Carlson (Social Studies—MBJH), Christina McGovern (Eng-
lish—MBHS), Audrey Laird (French—MBHS), Jo Sims (Spanish—MBHS), 
and Beth Hines (Science—MBHS).

Teachers receive National Board certifi cation for a ten-year period.  At 
the end of that time, they must go through a recertifi cation process.   Ruth 
Beenken, English teacher at Mountain Brook Junior High, recertifi ed this 
fall, and is the fi rst Mountain Brook teacher to do so.

“This is a very rigorous process.  Teachers who complete it examine their 
practices and refl ect on why they do what they do.  It is excellent professional 
development and our teachers benefi t from it, which, in turn, benefi ts our 
students and other staff  members who work with those teachers,” says Dr. 
Lisa Beckham, Director of Instruction.

Standing (L to R) Jennifer Summerlin, April Cartee, Jo Sims, Cherry Thomas, Ruth 
Beenken, Heather Wint, Erika Ponder, Audrey Laird, Janet Nelson, Amanda Johnson.  
Seated (L to R) Alicia Hunsburger, Kristin Coppock, Christina McGovern 
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As is true in other settings, educators are making more use of  various kinds 
of  data to evaluate the effectiveness of  what they do.   Mountain Brook Schools 
maintains an active system of  surveys designed to help school leaders mea-
sure a wide range of  attitudes about academics, school climate, effectiveness 
of  instruction, and all aspects of  the school system.  Among other groups, the 
school system surveys students, graduates, faculty, and parents 
on a regular basis.  

“Surveys are time-consuming, but we believe they are critical,” 
said Dicky Barlow, Superintendent of Schools.  “We are serious 
about keeping up with the satisfaction level of various key groups.  
We survey our students as early as in the third grade and we con-
tinue to survey students through high school.  Then, we survey our 
graduates three years after graduation.  Parent surveys occur regu-
larly at all grade levels, and those are especially important to our 
decision-making processes.  We also survey teachers regularly and 
we look carefully at that data in planning programs and evaluating 
their effectiveness.”

In this issue of The Reporter, we are summarizing data from just 
a small sample of the questions asked on Mountain Brook Schools 
surveys.  We are focusing on “school climate” questions posed to el-
ementary students (Table 1), “Climate of openness and trust” as per-
ceived by parents and by teachers, and, an overall “grade” assigned 
to the schools by junior high and high school students and parents. 
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Elementary Students Feel Safe, Comfortable at School
(2009 Survey of Mountain Brook Students, Grades 3-6)

Most students behave well in my school. Yes 91%

I feel safe when at school. Yes 98%

Most students at my school are helpful to each other. Yes 90%

The rules at my school are fair. Yes 94%

Most students at my school are respectful of me. Yes 88%

Most adults at my school are respectful of me. Yes 96%

Overall, what grade would you give
 Mountain Brook Schools?

HS and JS Parents

HS and JS Students
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Mountain Brook Sports Corporation (“MBSC”), 
a charitable organization formed to assist with the 
funding of the athletic programs at Mountain Brook 
High School and Mountain Brook Junior High 
School, announces the results of its two annual fund-
raisers.  A few months ago, MBSC conducted its 11th 
Annual Golf Tournament at Highland Park Golf 
Course.  Over 140 golfers participated in this Golf 
Tournament, including coaches, administrators, for-
mer players, parents and several avid golfers.  MBSC 
would like to thank its major sponsors: Ready Mix 
USA; Regions Bank; Royal Cup Coffee; Kirkpatrick 
Concrete; ServisFirst Bank; First Protective Corpo-
ration; Lloyd, Gray & Whitehead; NBC Securities; 
AmWins Group; Oakworth Capital Bank, Golden 
Rule BBQ, Mountain Brook Sporting Goods and 

Stone Building Company. The foursome of Ed Mor-
ris, Matt Moore, Jim Harmon and Patrick Drum-
mond won the Tournament.  Some of the money 
raised by this Tournament has already been used by 
the Mountain Brook High School athletic programs.  

Also, MBSC conducted its First Annual Parent/
Child Dove Shoot at Leavellwood Lodge in Greene 
County, Alabama on September 13, 2009.  MBSC 
had over fi fty guns participating in the fundraising 
event.   The Dove Hunt gave many young hunters 
an opportunity to spend some quality time with their 
parent and learn about the outdoors.  A great time 
was had by all.  A special thank you goes out to Pam 
and Trey Montgomery from the Leavellwood Lodge 
for their great hospitality.  

Over $60,000 was raised from both fundraisers, 

to be used for the athletic programs at Mountain 
Brook High School and Mountain Brook Junior 
High School.  Recently, MBSC has purchased equip-
ment or provided funding for the football, basket-
ball, soccer, baseball, track, wrestling and volleyball 
programs at Mountain Brook High School.  MBSC 
thanks all who participated in, and organized, both 
fundraisers.  

In addition to the annual fundraisers, MBSC 
accepts charitable contributions from the public.  
Also, MBSC has started an Endowment Fund to 
provide long term fi nancial stability to the athletic 
programs.  If  you would like further information 
about Mountain Brook Sports Corporation, please 
contact Mike Morrison at 870-3257 or Doug Cen-
teno at 278-8000.  

Mountain Brook Sports Corporation Scores with Annual Fundraisers

SCHOOL SYSTEM MAKES EXTENSIVE USE OF SURVEYS
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School systems make extensive use of standardized testing and 
other measures to evaluate educational effectiveness and to assess 
the progress of individual students and groups of students.  In this 
issue of The Reporter, focusing on where the school system is, we 
present test score data on three tests, the Alabama Reading and 
Math Test (ARMT) and the American College Testing (ACT) pro-
gram, along with a look at students’ involvement in the Advanced 
Placement (AP) program.

The ARMT is a state-mandated, criterion-referenced test given 
to students in Grades 3 through 8.  It is part of a system by which 
schools are accountable for educational outcomes.  The ACT is fa-
miliar to readers as one of two major tests used by colleges and 
universities in the selection process and is taken by about 96% of 
the senior class.  Advanced Placement courses are offered at the 
high school level and can be taken for college credit.  A test is given 
at the end of the course to determine if  college credit is earned.  
Twenty-four AP courses were offered last year at Mountain Brook 
High School.

Regarding the increase in students taking Advanced Placement courses, 
Mountain Brook High School Assistant Principal Missy Brooks said, “The 
main advantage of  taking AP courses is they enhance preparation for college.  
It has been shown that students master in depth content at the college level 
more easily after completing AP courses in high school. Students also acquire 
more sophisticated academic skills and increased self-confi dence in preparation 
for college.”

2009 ACT Average Scores
TOTAL TEST

National Average 21.1

Alabama Average 20.3

MBHS Average 26.2

ACT Averages: National, Alabama and
Mountain Brook Scores, 1996-2009
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
Number of AP tests taken by MB students, 1994-2009
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Spring 2009 ARMT  TESTING
Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding Standard

 Reading Math

3rd Grade 98 99

4th Grade 99 99

5th Grade 99 98

6th Grade 98 98

7th Grade 98 97

8th Grade 97 98

MOUNTAIN BROOK STUDENTS EXCEL ON
STANDARDIZED TESTING
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The Mountain 
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Leigh Ann Sisson

Charles M. Smith

Linda Stone

Jera G. Stribling

David J. Turner, Jr.

Cindy Williams

Alice B. Womack

Contact Information: Carmine Jordan, Executive Director, Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation
Post Offi ce Box 530834, Mountain Brook, AL 35253,
(205) 414-0042, mbcsfoundation@bellsouth.net

Online Experience at 
Mountain Brook Junior High

Each year the Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation pro-
vides funding for the schools in the areas of technology and staff  
development.  The requests from the school system are made to 
a large group of foundation board members who collectively de-
cide where our limited funds will go.   The request for the 2009-
2010 school year included $40,000 for Tablet PCs and $35,000 for 
a portable videoconferencing system at Mountain Brook Junior 
High.   Approval of those requests put the wheels in motion and 
these innovative teaching tools are in place and offering a total 
online experience for students through the Health class.

With the Tablet PCs in the classroom, students use touch 
screen technology to access, analyze, and create course assign-
ments and projects.  These tablets allow students to write notes 
and convert them to text which are laptop functions, but they 
also have the ability to act as a notebook and pen.  In addition 
to the latest hard-
ware, the students use 
the latest software 
through Moodle 
which is a free online 
content management 
system.  Recognized 
as one of the best 
learning manage-
ment systems in edu-
cation, Moodle helps 
engage students in 
learning while providing online organization for course deliv-
ery.  It is available for students and teachers twenty-four hours 
a day seven days a week. 

The online environment enables students to connect with 
speakers, presentations, other classrooms and health profes-
sional by using the two-way video conferencing system.  This 

Ways to give:
Cash• 
Securities• 
Bequest• 
Real Estate• 
Charitable Remainder Trust• 
Charitable Gift Annuity• 
Insurance• 
Memorial and Honor Gifts• 
Matching Gifts• 

video conferencing system not only will allow a cost effective 
opportunity for students to connect with guest speakers, but 
also will allow them to visit other classrooms, lectures, and 
health professionals around the world.  

Funding for this exciting learning experience has provided 
technology which is being used every day during every period 
at the Junior High.  By using the latest technology tools avail-
able, the MBJH Health class students are learning the health 
curriculum and developing 21st century skills to succeed in a 
digital world.  This would not have been possible without the sup-
port of the Foundation.  In order to continue to fund innovative 
enhancements to the classrooms, we need to increase our en-
dowment.  To accomplish that goal, we need your help.  Please 
consider a gift to the Mountain Brook City Schools Founda-
tion.  A pledge card is included in this publication.

Your Gift Will Keep on Giving:
The mission of the Foundation is to mobilize community 

support and resources for the academic improvement of the 
school system.  Guidelines established in its beginnings assure 
that every donation to the Foundation goes into an endowment 
operated under a spending formula that guarantees the school 
system a minimum distribution each year while maintaining 
the fund’s princi-
pal.  The Foundation 
is a 501(c)3 chari-
table organization. 
Donations to the 
Foundation are tax 
deductible.  Contact 
your accountant or 
tax advisor to see how 
you can benefi t from 
current tax rules or 
call us at 414-0042 for 
more information.
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