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Of approximately one thousand students at Mountain Brook High 
School, over 250 are involved in some way in the performing arts.    These 
students are in the band, in one of  fi ve choirs, or members of  the theater de-
partment through classes and producing and acting in plays.  And, a number 
of  them perform in more than one area.  “These students are dedicated and 
immensely talented,” said Principal Vic Wilson.  “They devote hours beyond 
the school day practicing and performing while keeping up with their school 
work and all the other things they are involved in.   And, they always put on 

a great show.  People who attend these events routinely make comparisons to 
programs offered by professional performers.”

This issue of The Reporter features the band, the choral department and 
the theater department in tribute to these fi ne young people and their dedi-
cated teachers.   We are also featuring three particularly accomplished stu-
dents, to represent the large number of talented students who are active in the 
performing arts.

The Mountain Brook High School Theatre De-
partment topped off its season with the magical, 
crowd-pleasing musical, Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, directed by Carl Dean with 
music direction by Michael King.   Student Direc-
tor was MBHS senior Catherine Pitman and Dance 
Captain was senior Lilly Lanter.  Other members 
of the production staff included Gary Weatherly, 
technical direction; Diane Faulkner, costume de-
sign, and Pat Yates, production manager and cast-
ing assistant.  The cast of fi fty-nine included thirty 
MBHS students and twenty-nine Mountain Brook 
elementary students.  The all-star cast included Spi-

Mountain Brook High School Performs!

More Magical Moments
on the MBHS Stage

ro Gerontakis as Joseph and Ali Bloomston, Julia 
Gannon, and Maddie Phillips as Narrators.

The Theatre Department has a history of choos-
ing each show carefully with specifi c criteria in 
mind.  Foremost is the educational value of the 
piece.  The show must offer the actors new theatri-
cal challenges, strengthen their performance skills, 
broaden their repertoire, include community mem-
bers when possible, and be fun and exciting for 
all involved.  Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat met all these requirements,” said Mrs. 
Yates.  “I made the choice of this production at the 
end of last year.   Because of my transition into 

semi-retirement, I requested that Carl Dean direct.” 
Much time, effort and collaboration on the part 

of the production staff go into preparing for those 
magical moments on stage.  Before casting a show, 
the production staff studies the script in detail inter-
preting various components: the story, setting, per-
formance style, characters, and vocal requirements.  
As the director works through the script, he decides 
on an overall production concept that he communi-
cates to the designers, choreographer, and musicians.  

The director, musical director, and casting as-
sistant hold auditions to search for those whose 
vocal ranges and physical types fi t the script, who 
have the ability to take direction, and who exude 
stage presence, acting ability, creativity, energy 
and enthusiasm.

While auditions, casting, and rehearsing go on, 
the technical director and costume designer are 
hard at work. Through collaboration with the di-
rector, both designers work to bring meaning and 
visual signifi cance to the stage in support of the 
play as a whole and to the emotional nature of the 
scenes.  The set and lighting designer creates a sense 
of location and reinforces mood and atmosphere 
of the play.  Lighting is also paramount in bringing 
life to the work of all artists involved in a show.   

As a quilter, costume director Diane Faulkner 
says she “likes to treat the stage as a quilt looking 
for fabrics that work together to bring a visual treat 
to the audience.”  From there, she builds, rents or 
fi nds the garments needed to fulfi ll the overall pro-
duction concept. 

In order to create magic, the entire production 
staff, actors, and crew commit to a collaborative 
process that slowly evolves within a 3-month pe-
riod.   Everyone began working on Joseph in Janu-
ary. After the high school actors worked for 180 
hours, the elementary choir for 60 hours, and the 
production staff  untold hours, the dream came 
true.  “We all dream a lot – some are lucky, some 
are not / But if  you think it, want it, dream it, then 
it’s real / You are what you feel.”  
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LEGAL NOTICE on DISCRIMINATION
It is the policy of the Mountain Brook Schools that no person within the district shall 

be excluded from participation in, denied the benefi ts of, or subject to discrimination on 
the basis of race, sex, color, religion, national origin, disability or age in any program, 
activity, or employment practice. The following person has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Dr. Dale Wisely, Director of Student 
Services, 32 Vine Street, Mountain Brook, AL 35213, 877-8349

Julia Gannon
Julia Gannon is a soon to be 

graduating senior from Mountain 
Brook High School who (after 
MANY stressful college auditions) 
plans to major in Musical Theatre 
next year at Boston Conservatory. 
She is a proud three year member 
of the Red Mountain Performing 
Ensemble and a two year member 
of the MBHS’ Chamber Choir. As a 
Chamber Choir member she served 
as a dance captain and an Un-
plugged producer for their fall show. 
Julia has taken part in many theatre 
productions in high school such 

as The Wedding Singer, Harvey, and most recently Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  Throughout high school, Julia 
took part in several Red Mountain Theatre Company productions 
such as Jason Robert Brown’s 13 and The Sound of Music. Julia was 
a 2010 Miss Olympian fi nalist, a merit scholar fi nalist in the Young 
Arts scholarship competition, and a fi nalist of Alabama’s Got Tal-
ent.  She is so excited to go to Boston Conservatory next year and 
pursue her dreams.

Ali Bloomston
When the curtains 

closed on Joseph and  
the Amazing Technicol-
or Dreamcoat on April 
3, Mountain Brook 
High School Senior Ali 
Bloomston took her fi -
nal bow in the MBHS 
Theatre.  No stranger 
to the stage, she has 
appeared in numerous 

productions.  Among her outstanding performances are Reggie 
Fluty in The Laramie Project, Sylvia in All Shook Up, Charlotte 
Hay in Moon Over Buffalo, Holly Sullivan in The Wedding Singer, 
Wenchie in Of Widows in Vegetables, and one of the three Narra-
tors” in Joseph.  

Ali, an honor student, also serves as president of the MBHS 
Thespian Club and is actively involved in the International Thespi-
ans Honor Society, Troupe #533, where she has earned a “double 
honor bar,” equivalent to 1200 hours of rehearsal and theatrical 
service at the high school level. Ali has studied advanced theatre for 
three years with teacher and director Pat Yates.

Competing twice in the Trumbauer Theatre Festival, Ali has 
been recognized at both the district and state levels as an out-
standing actress, receiving an “All Star Cast” award this year.  
Aside from acting and keeping up with academics, Ali studies 
classical voice with Darla Mosteller.  She has competed twice in 
state vocal competitions, winning fi rst place in musical theatre 
and third place in opera.

Ali will attend Tulane University in the fall where she was 
awarded a scholarship to study Musical Theatre.  Ali Bloomston is 
proof that if  you believe in it and work for it, “Any dream will do.”

The Mountain Brook High School Choral 
program is excited to announce its fi rst appear-
ance at a highly prestigious choral competition 
this year.  Choral music plays an important role 
at Mountain Brook High School.  There are six 
ensembles that comprise the MBHS choral 
music program.  Over the last eight years, un-
der Dwight Brown’s leadership, the choir pro-
gram has grown from 22 students to over 175.  
“There is a choir for every level of talent and in-
terest,” says choir director Dwight Brown, “and 
choir is a great thing to have on your college 
application.”

One of the top ensembles is an a cappella 
group A Bunch of Guys, otherwise known as 
“ABOG.”  The members of the group for this 
school year are Alec Bolton, Nick Bolus, John 
Canada, Joel Cochran, Benjamin Dow, David 
Mandt, Malcolm McRae, Skipper Stradtman 
and Bryan Watford.  The group has evolved 
from one that sang occasionally at a high 
school sporting event to one with a rigorous 

and varied regional and national performance 
schedule.

On April 14, ABOG will travel to New York to 
compete in the International Championship of 
High School A- cappella. They will be compet-
ing against nine other groups selected from 
across the country.  “This is indeed an honor for 
our guys,“ said Mr. Brown, “and they were the 
only group selected from the South.  We began 
working with Carl Dean to choreograph our 
competition music in February.”

ABOG’s year will culminate this summer 
in the recording of  a CD in Nashville.  This 
CD, which is the fourth recording in the 
history of  ABOG groups, will contain all 
of  this year’s music.   CDs will be available 
for sale in August and may be purchased 
by contacting Denise Dow at denisedow@
gmail.com.  To inquire about hiring ABOG 
to sing at an event contact Tricia Prather at 
triciaprather@gmail.com.

CHOIR PROGRAM,
A CAPELLA GROUP, EXCEL
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Mountain Brook Sports Corp Holds

Annual Golf Tournament

Every other year the Mountain Brook 
High School Symphonic Band under-
takes a major performance/cultural trip.  
This is usually in March or April and is 
a signifi cant component of the overall 
band curriculum.  This trip initiative is 
entitled “The Great American Cities Proj-
ect” and began in 2004 with the goals 
of performance in competitions and 
immersion into cultural activities in the 
cities visited.   “We schedule these trips 
to cities which have world-class per-
forming arts institutions,” said Dr. Frank 
Blanton, MBHS’s band director.  “We also 
provide students with the opportunity 
to interact with some well-known pro-
fessionals from the world of arts, includ-
ing conductors, symphony musicians, 
and theatre performers.”

Throughout the history of The Great 
American Cities Project the high school 
symphonic band has traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C. twice, New York City twice, 
and this past March completed a sec-
ond Chicago trip.  Although there was 
an unfortunate cancellation of the mu-

sic festival for which the symphonic 
band, jazz ensemble, and concert per-
cussion ensemble were scheduled to 
perform, the cultural goals of the trip 
were still pursued.    

The interdisciplinary cultural ex-
periences included a tour of the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago backstage produc-
tion facilities, a pre-opera lecture, and 
attendance of the opera Carmen. The 
day ended with the group going to the 
Art Institute of Chicago.

The next day’s itinerary included a 
narrated architectural Chicago River 
boat tour, followed by a pre-concert lec-
ture at Orchestra Hall, and performance 
by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.  
The orchestra performed Karelia Suite 
by Sibelius, the Grieg Piano Concerto in 
A minor with soloist Evgeny Kissin, and 
Petrushka by Stravinsky. 

Immediately following the concert 
the band students had a question and 
answer session with Chris Martin, prin-
cipal trumpet, and Brant Taylor from the 
cello section.

The fi nal day of  the trip began with a 
visit to the Museum of Science and In-
dustry’s U-Boat 505 Exhibit and ended 
with a performance of  Blue Man Group 
before the return fl ight to Birmingham.

This was Mountain Brook High 
School principal Vic Wilson’s second 

time to go on one of  these band trips.  
After the trip, Mr. Wilson said “It was the 
best school trip I have ever been on.  I 
was especially impressed with Dr. Blan-
ton arranging for the students to meet 
the principal trumpet and a cellist from 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.”

Skipper Stradtman
“Band students are very often 

involved in the other performing 
arts at the high school,” Dr. Frank 
Blanton said.  “Skipper Stradtman 
exemplifi es this by being a percus-
sionist in the symphonic band, 
marching band, and concert per-
cussion ensembles as well as play-
ing piano in the jazz ensemble and 
jazz combo.  Skipper is also in the 
Chamber Choir, A Bunch of Guys, 
and is this year’s choir president.  
He was also in the cast of the re-
cent production of Joseph and The 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

presented by the high school theater department.” 
Skipper said, of his experiences in the performing arts at MBHS, “I 

have grown tremendously as a musician and actor at this school, not 
only from a technical aspect, but also in my appreciation and love for 
all avenues of performance. The instructors at MBHS all challenge 
their students, want to see them grow as artists, and provide them with 
incredible opportunities for experiencing and creating these unique 
forms of art, such as school trips, frequent shows and concerts, and 
competitions. I have the utmost respect for Dr. Frank Blanton, direc-
tor of MBHS bands, Mr. Dwight Brown, choral director, and Mrs. 
Pat Yates, drama instructor, because of their investment in myself, 
others, and their phenomenal programs.”

MBHS SYMPHONIC BAND
PERFORMANCE/CULTURAL TRIPS

On Wednesday, May 18, 2011, 

Mountain Brook Sports Corporation 

(MBSC) will hold its 13th Annual Golf 

Tournament at the Highland Park Golf 

Course in Birmingham.  The purpose of 

the Tournament is to raise funds for ath-

letic programs at Mountain Brook High 

School and Mountain Brook Junior High 

School.  MBSC was formed in 1998 

and is a non-profi t charitable organiza-

tion.   MBSC has been involved in the 

funding of many improvements to the 

athletic programs at MBHS and MBJH 

including: new fi eld-house for football; 

new concession stand and press-box at 

Spartan Stadium; resurfaced the track 

twice; new locker room, concession 

stand and press-box for baseball; new 

weights for basketball, wrestling and 

volleyball; new fi eld equipment for the 

track program; new nets for the soccer 

program; and many others.

The cost of playing in the tournament 

is $250 per person.  That includes 18 

holes of golf, range balls, share a cart, 

lunch, beverages and several other 

gifts/prizes.  You could also sponsor a 

hole or a foursome for $1,000.  If you are 

not able to play you could also sponsor 

a coach.  Your contribution may be tax 

deductible in part.  You may designate 

which sport you want your contribution 

to benefi t.  There are two shot-guns 

starts: 8:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  Many 

coaches and former MBHS athletes will 

be playing in the Golf Tournament.  The 

winners of the 12th Annual Tournament 

were: Dr. Lyle Cain; Jake Jordan; Mar-

ty Rozell; and John Hardin.  The entry 

forms are located at www.mtnbrook.

k12.al.us/mbhs or at Mountain Brook 

Sporting Goods in Crestline Village.  For 

more information please contact Wade 

Cowden at 807-0335. 
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Contact Information:
Carmine Jordan
Executive Director,
Mountain Brook City 
Schools Foundation

Post Offi ce Box 530834
Mountain Brook, AL 35253

(205) 414-0042
mbcsfoundation@bellsouth.net

MOUNTAIN BROOK CITY
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Frederick H. Belden III
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Glenn E. Estess, Jr.

Stephen Favrot MD
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Hollis N. Gieger, Jr.

Nancy C. Goedecke

Diane Griswold
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Key R. Hudson

Amy M. Jackson

Samuel P. Johnson
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Lori B. Robertson

Lisa Rutherford

Lloyd C. Shelton

Leigh Ann Sisson

Charles Smith

Linda Stone

Jera G. Stribling

David J. Turner, Jr.

Cindy Williams

Alice Womack

The Class of 1971 is off  to a 
great start with plans for their 40th 
Reunion. Activities will be held on 
Friday, July 22nd and Saturday, July 
23rd. If  you graduated from the High 
School in 1971, please go to the web-
site and update your information 
and sign up for an exciting weekend 
of fun with your classmates. They 
would also like for classmates to add 
pictures and updated information. 
The website is: www.mbhs71.com/
class_index.cfm . 

The class of  1981 continues to 
develop plans for their reunion 
which will be held during the week-
end of  August 5-6. Please send any 
updates to www.mbcsfoundation@

Cassie Jacobs and her 2nd grade 
students at Mountain Brook Elementary 
are using laptops purchased by the 
Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation.

Seen at the Class of 2001 Reunion: L-R back row- 
graduates Forsyth Tynes, Kristen Conner, Carlton 
Fountain, Emily Ruth Terry and CeCe Freeman. Front 
row- Rebecca Wise and Virginia Alverson.

Funding for Technology in Mountain Brook Schools has been 
a focus for the Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation since 
its inception. The curriculum for technology has as its ultimate 
goal technology fl uency for all students so that they might use tech-
nology to communicate effcetively, acquire knowledge, produce 
creative solutions and engage in a global environment. In order to 
reinforce skills taught in the Technology Education Curriculum, 
the Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation allocated $80,000 
to the Mountain Brook Schools to put mini-
laptops in each elementary school for grades 
2-3. Initially, learning to use the keyboard 
was the most specifi c reason to purchase the 
mini laptops. These laptops offer a durable 
cover and a small keyboard for small hands. 
In addition, the cost for the mini laptops is 
half  that of the larger, faster machines. Now 
that the keyboards are in the classroom, the 
students are using them not only for learning 
technology skills specifi ed in the technology 
curriculum, but also for researching on the 
web, writing stories and making mini movies.

If  you ask one of our elementary school 
technology coordinators about the benefi ts 
to the students, they would say that the mini 
laptops give the younger students far more 
access to technology than ever before. They 
no longer have to wait for an “open” day to use the computer lab. 
In addition, the students are becoming more technology literate by 
learning to manage, troubleshoot, charge, and wirelessly connect 
the laptops. Great progress is also being made by the students in 
learning the keyboarding skills that they will need as long as com-
puters are a part of our lives. 

Cassie Jacobs is a 2nd grade teacher at Mountain Brook Ele-

Mini Laptop Technology in Elementary Schools
mentary Schools who has the following to say about the laptops:

Technology is a wonderful way to enhance, engage and ex-
tend lessons. The Foundation generously donated laptops for 
the 2nd grade classrooms at Mountain Brook Elementary. Our 
class had a digital fi eld trip and spent an entire day using our 
grade level laptops to work on a project. Students recorded their 
voices on Audacity and created an online poster called Glogster. 
They were able to link all of their digital projects and pictures 

from the school year onto their Glogster. It 
is amazing what students can do when they 
have the opportunity.

The Mountain City Schools Foundation 
looks carefully at proposals submitted for 
funding each year and because there is never 
enough money available to fund completely the 
requests, decisions must be made on what re-
quests will bring the most effective tools to the 
classroom. With excellent teachers waiting to 
try new technologies and incorporate them into 
their lessons, the board members who make the 
decisions know that those items purchased will 
be put to good use. Without the generosity of 
those who have contributed to the foundation, 
pictures of engaged students using the latest 
technology would not be possible.

Thanks to everyone who has helped to 
make this picture possible!!! If  you have already given in support of 
our efforts, we hope that you will consider another gift to continue 
the path of excellence in our schools. If  you have not given yet, 
please give now. Any gift will make a difference. A pledge card is 
included in this publication.

Call our offi ce with questions – 414-0042 or email us at www.
mbcsfoundation@bellsouth.net.

Mountain Brook High School Reunion Plans for 2011
bellsouth.net so that the foundation 
offi ce can forward that information 
to the reunion planners.

The Class of  1991 is planning their 
reunion for the weekend of  August 
5th and August 6th. Evening events 
will be held on both nights and there 
will be a family daytime event on Sat-
urday. Please send updated informa-
tion to: mountainbrook1991@gmail.
com. The class also has a Facebook 
group page. 

Off to an early start with their plans, 
the Class of 2001 held their ten- year 
reunion the weekend of April 2nd. The 
day included a picnic at the High School 
lunchroom and concluded with a party 
at Otey’s for food and live music.

If  you are a graduate of Mountain Brook High 
School, please stay connected by emailing your up-
dated contact information to mbcsfoundation@bell-
south.net.
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