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The ARMT is a state-mandated, criterion-referenced test given to students 
in grades 3 through 8.  It is part of a system by which schools are accountable 
for educational outcomes.  The ACT is familiar to readers as one of two major 
tests used by colleges and universities in the selection process and is taken 
by about 96% of the senior class.  Advanced Placement courses are offered at 
the high school level and can be taken for college credit.  A test is given at the 
end of the course to determine if college credit is earned.  

Mountain Brook students may enroll in 18 different Advanced Placement 
courses. These courses provide each student the opportunity to complete 
college level coursework while still meeting all high school credit require-
ments. Students have the opportunity to sit for the AP exam and colleges 
determine a set score that will be accepted for students to have met specifi c 
collegiate requirements. “These AP courses provide a balance of rigor, en-
gagement, critical thinking, and student ownership of learning,” said MBHS 
Assistant Principal Amanda Hood.  “Research supports that students who 

STANDARDIZED TEST RESULTS
CONSISTENT WITH A

PATTERN OF EXCELLENCE
IN SCHOOLS
School systems make extensive use of standardized testing and 

other measures as one source of information to evaluate educational 

effectiveness and to assess the progress of individual students and 

groups of students.  In this issue of The Reporter, we present test score 

data on three tests, the Alabama Reading and Math Test (ARMT), 

students’ participation in the Advanced Placement (AP) program, and 

the American College Testing (ACT) program.

Th ARMT i t t d t d it i f d t t gi t t d t

MOUNTAIN BROOK SPORTS CORPORATION 
HOLDS ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

On Wednesday, May 16, 2012, Mountain Brook Sports Corporation (MBSC) 
will hold its 14th Annual Golf Tournament at the Highland Park Golf Course 
in Birmingham.  The purpose of the Tournament is to raise money for the 
athletic programs at Mountain Brook High School and Mountain Brook Ju-
nior High School.  MBSC was formed in 1998 and is a non-profi t charitable 
organization that is run by a Board of Directors from the Mountain Brook 
community.   MBSC has been involved in the funding of many improvements 
to the athletic programs at MBHS and MBJH including: new fi eld-house for 
football; new concession stand and press-box at Spartan Stadium; resur-
faced the Spartan track twice; new locker room, concession stand and press-
box for baseball; new weights for basketball, wrestling and volleyball; new 
fi eld equipment for the track program; new nets for the soccer program; serv-
ing and shooting equipment for volleyball and basketball; new scoreboards 
for basketball; new computers, sound and video equipment for football, bas-
ketball and baseball; indoor hitting facilities for softball and baseball; new 
mats and electronic timers for wrestling; new fi eld equipment and heaters for 
baseball; etc….

The cost of playing in the Tournament is $250 per person.  That includes 
18 holes of golf, range balls, share a cart, lunch, beverages and several oth-
er gifts/prizes.  A 2012 Nissan Maxima from Moore Nissan will be awarded 
for a Hole in One!  You could also sponsor a hole or a foursome for $1,000.  
If you are not able to play you could also sponsor a coach.  Your contribu-
tion may be tax deductible in part.  You may designate which sport you 
want your contribution to benefi t.  There are two shot-gun starts: 8:00 AM 
and 1:00 PM.  Many coaches and former MBHS athletes will be playing in 
the Golf Tournament.  The winners of the 13th Annual Tournament were: 
Thomas Twitty; Hunter Twitty, Tom Twitty and Mike Morrison.  The entry 
forms and more information can be found at www.mtnbrook.k12.al.us/cms/
MBSC+Golf+Tournament/12884.html or at Mountain Brook Sporting Goods 
in Crestline Village.  For more information please contact Wade Cowden at 
807-0335.  Please consider playing in this Tournament to benefi t the athletic 
programs at MBHS and MBJH.– Continued on page 18
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have taken one or more AP courses are very likely to be successful at the 
post secondary level.” 

Most Mountain Brook students now take the ACT for college admission 
purposes.  College entrance exams remain a signifi cant factor used by col-
leges and universities in the admissions process and in determining schol-
arship awards.  In addition, they are useful for comparing our  students’ 
performance and preparation for postsecondary education to that of other 
schools in the nation.  “Even though there continues to be some controversy 
about the use of college admissions tests, they are still widely used by col-
leges both in the admissions process and scholarship awards,” says Karen  
Svetlay, College Admissions Counselor at Mountain Brook High School.  

“We have noted that for some time our students, on average, score signifi -
cantly higher than state and national averages,” said MBHS Principal Vic Wil-
son.  “We also noted that in 2011, with an average ACT score of 26.6, we saw the 
highest average ACT score among our students that we have ever recorded.”

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION
The Mountain Brook School system does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

religion, national origin, sex, disability or age in any of its programs and activities and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following 
persons have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination poli-
cies: Dr. Dale Wisely—Director of Student Services (Title VI), Mrs. Sylvia Harper—Person-
nel  Director  (Title IX), Dr. Missy Brooks—Director of Instruction (Title II), Mrs. Shannon 
Mundy—Special Education Director (Section 504),  Contact Information: 32 Vine Street, 
Mountain Brook, AL  35213, telephone: 205-871-4608.

There seems to be so much focus 
in schools on standardized testing 
and, of course, that has been even 
more true since No Child Left Be-
hind.  We asked Mountain Brook 
Schools leaders to comment on the 
role of standardized testing in the 
school system.  

Dicky Barlow, Superintendent:  
Test scores have their use; how-
ever, the focus of Mountain Brook 
Schools is student engagement. 
Student engagement produces 
learning and learning is what we 
focus on.  We commit our time and 
resources to this purpose, not on 
the results of standardized tests.  
Our test scores are a result of our 
focus on effective, challenging, and 
engaging instruction.

We know the greatest and most 
consistent gains in test scores re-

sult from students being engaged in the learning process, teachers who de-
sign quality work for students, a supportive and involved community, and 
proper allocation of resources.   We have been focusing on these things 
for many years now.  We believe that the positive results we see in student 
achievement in this system are related to our overarching purpose and the 
educational practices we embrace.  Test scores are just one way of measur-
ing this, but not the only way.

Missy Brooks, Director of Instruction: One of the things we look for is 
consistency across several measures.  We have had high reading and math 
scores and signifi cant gains in those each year.  Those scores are consistent 
with virtually every other measure we have, including early literacy skills, 
science assessments, the EXPLORE test, Advanced Placement scores, ACT, 
PSAT, and SAT scores.  These are all standardized tests on which our stu-
dents’ average composite scores are high and consistent.  But, then we are 
interested, too, in what all this means for our students after they have gradu-
ated and left us.  We have a very high graduation rate.  Ninety-eight percent of 
our graduates attend four-year colleges.  We recently learned that fewer than 
4% of these graduates needed remedial classes in their college placements.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS DISCUSS THE 
ROLE OF STANDARDIZED TESTING

Dr. Missy Brooks, Mountain Brook 
Schools Director of Instruction.

Continued from page 17 –
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THE REPORTER:  One would expect that 
making decisions about responding to real 
or predicted severe weather events is a com-
plicated process for a superintendent.
DICKY BARLOW:  In the last few years, it seems 
as though we have had very few that were easy 
to make.  I guess that’s the nature of weather in 
Alabama.  The forecasters are often able to tell 
us with a high degree of confi dence that weather 
is going to be severe.  But, they can’t be too spe-
cifi c about when the event is going to come to 
our area.  The Birmingham area often seems to 
be right on the border for bad weather.  Some-
times the worst weather is just north of us, or 
just south of us!   It always seems to be the I-20 
corridor that’s the dividing line between the bad 
weather and the not-so-bad weather.

What are some of the things you have to take 
into account as you’re preparing to make a 
decision regarding weather closings?

There really three different interventions we 
have to consider.  Canceling a school day before 
it even starts, starting school late, or dismiss-
ing school early.   We have had very few events 

SUPERINTENDENT DISCUSSES PROCESS FOR
WEATHER-RELATED SCHOOL CLOSINGS

recently—if any-- where we had enough informa-
tion the night before to feel like we could make a 
good call on closing the next day.  The situation 
has been iffy enough that we had to look at fresh 
information early in the morning.  What can be 
tough about that is timing.  The later we wait, the 
better the information, but the more you add to 
the hardship on parents by making a late decision.  
Obviously, our fi rst priority is the safety of our stu-
dents, parents who transport them, and our staff.  
But, we create a different set of problems by can-
celing school, especially when predicted weather 
doesn’t pan out. 

Staff travel is something a lot of people don’t 
think about.  We not only have to consider weather 
in our immediate area, but we have a lot of em-
ployees who live quite a distance from Mountain 
Brook, and we have to make sure we can get em-
ployees in or out safely. 

Starting school late happens sometimes, typi-
cally when we have wintry precipitation and we 
need to wait until things warm up and for roads 
to get clear.  It’s often a good option because we 
can usually still count that as a full school day we 
don’t have to make up. 

Dismissing early is one of the toughest deci-
sions to make.  On one hand, we want to get kids 
at home with their families but, especially for 
thunderstorms and tornadoes, we always wonder 
if they are safer here.  We don’t want to risk send-
ing them out into the severe weather by dismiss-
ing at the wrong time. 

How does the process work?  
Some of us in the central offi ce monitor the 

weather closely in the lead-up to a predicted event.  
We try to monitor various weather sources and 
look for a consensus on what the weather might 
do. We often test our communication systems in 
advance.  We often do a conference call with key 
leaders, including school principals.  We have to 
think about what is going on in our schools, what 
after-school events are planned, and so on.  We 
consider extended day programs, athletics, and 
other activities.  Sometimes we communicate with 
the Mountain Brook police, fi re,  and public works 
and always after we have had a signifi cant storm.  
Sometimes, especially for wintry weather, some of 
us get up very early in the morning and go out and 
check road conditions near the schools ourselves.  
Power outages are also a concern.  We can handle 
brief power failures but, if the power stays out at a 
school, we really can’t have school. 

We pay close attention to what other school 
systems are doing in the area.  We often consult 
closely and compare notes with Homewood and 
Vestavia and often Trussville and Hoover.  When 
possible, we try to coordinate our decisions be-
cause our communities are so intertwined.

Once a decision has been made to cancel a day, 
close early, or open late, then it all is about com-
municating that message.  Now that’s quite a pro-
cess.   We have to record a voice message for the 
“robocalls” we do.  We have to prepare a text mes-
sage and an email to go out to parents through our 
notifi cation system.  We put a message up on our 
website and on the cable TV channel and we send 
out a Twitter message.  We have to call all the local 
news outlets.  We have to record an announcement 
on the telephone hotline.  All of that has to happen 
very quickly and simultaneously, and so several of 
us have roles in that.  In many cases, we have to do 
all of that remotely from our homes.  I will say that 
the automated notifi cation systems we have are a 
big help.  People can get information very quickly 
that way—often quicker than they can get it from 
watching television.

Mountain Brook Schools Superintendent discusses the often diffi cult process 
of trying to determine if weather conditions mean school should be canceled, 
delayed, or dismissed early.
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Contact Information:
Carmine Jordan, Executive 
Director,
Mountain Brook City Schools 
Foundation

Post Offi ce Box 530834, 
Mountain Brook, AL 35253
(205) 414-0042, mbcsfoundation@
bellsouth.net

Celebrating 20 Years 

Reunions 2012
• The Class of 1972 has established a website -

www.mbhs1972.com - where details of the reunion can be 
found.  The 40th reunion celebration is planned for the weekend 
of August 17-18.

• The Class of 1982 is in the process of planning its reunion 
for the weekend of September 14-15. Information will be sent 
to classmates as soon as the plans are fi nalized.
Visit Facebook: “MBHS Class of 1982 Reunion” Group. 

• The Class of 1992 has scheduled its reunion for August 3-4. 
Classmates will be receiving details soon. Look for them on 
Facebook.

• The Class of 2002 has set up the following email address 
and Facebook Group for more information:
mbhsclassclassof2002@gmail.com.  Facebook: “MBHS 2002 Reunion!” Group.

If you are a graduate of any of the 2012 reunion classes, please send updates to mbc-
sfoundation@bellsouth.net so that the reunion planners will have your latest contact 
information.
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Math in Mountain Brook Schools is effective, challenging, 
engaging and FUN!!!  These students are doing math using 
manipulatives. 

The Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation was founded 
in 1992 by a group of visionary and caring citizens who want-
ed to make sure that excellence and success continue in the 
Mountain Brook Schools.  Those individuals recognized the 
need to fi nd a way to overcome the shortfall of state and fed-
eral education dollars on a long term basis. The initial cam-
paign for the schools was called “Forward the Excellence”.  
After much thought about the need and the possibilities, the 
Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation began fundraising 
and made its fi rst contribution to the schools in 1995.  Since 
then the foundation has given over $4.4 million back to the 
schools in the areas of technology, staff development and li-
brary enhancement.  

Although there is no doubt that the foundation has had a 
positive impact on the schools, we do not want to be satisfi ed 
with meeting only the basic needs.  We want to do more and 
provide the “extras” that will help the schools keep pace with 
21st century learning.  

Help join in our celebration of 20 years by taking the oppor-
tunity to invest in education.  We need your help to take what 
we are doing to the next level.

Pledge cards are included in this publication or you can 
download one from our website at www.mtnbrookschoolsfoun-
dation.com. If you have questions, call the offi ce at 414-0042 or 
email at mbcsfoundation@bellsouth.net. 
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