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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS’ HARD WORK
BRINGS SUCCESS IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

Colleges and Universities Accepting Members of
MBHS Graduating Class of 2008
Adrian College
American University*
Amherst College*
Appalachian State University
Arizona State University*
Auburn University*
Bates College*
Belmont University*
Berry College
Birmingham-Southern College*
Boston College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Brenau University
Brevard College
Brown University*
Bryn Mawr College
Carnegie Mellon University*
Case Western Reserve 

University
Clemson University*
Colby College
Colgate University
College of Charleston*
College of William and Mary
Colorado State University
Converse College
Cornell University
Dartmouth College*
Davidson College*
Drexel University*
Duke University
Eckerd College*
Elmira College
Elon University
Emerson College
Emory University*

Fashion Institute of Technology*
Florida State University
Fordham University
Furman University
Georgetown University*
Georgia Institute of Technology
Guilford College
Hampden-Sydney College
Hampshire College
Harvey Mudd College
Hendrix College
Huntingdon College
Indiana University at 

Bloomington
Ithaca College
Jacksonville State University
Jefferson State Community 

College
Johns Hopkins University
Lees-McRae College
Louisiana State University
Manhattanville College
Marion Military Institute*
Marquette University
Mercer University
Miami University, Ohio*
Middle Tennessee State 

University
Middlebury College*
Millsaps College*
Mississippi College*
Mississippi State University
New College of Florida*
New York University
Northwestern University
Oglethorpe University
Pepperdine University

Pomona College
Presbyterian College
Purdue University
Rhodes College*
Rice University*
Rollins College
Saint Louis University
Saint Mary’s College
Samford University*
Sarah Lawrence College
Sewanee: The University of the 

South*
Shelton State Community 

College
Southern Methodist University*
Spring Hill College
Syracuse University*
Texas Christian University
The Art Institute of Atlanta*
The Citadel, the Military College 

of South Carolina*
The College of New Jersey
The George Washington 

University
The University of Alabama*
The University of Alabama at 

Birmingham*
The University of Arizona
The University of Montana, 

Missoula*
The University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill*
The University of Texas, Austin*
The University of West Alabama
Troy University*
Tufts University
Tulane University

Union College
United States Naval Academy*
University of Arkansas*
University of California at 

Berkeley*
University of California at Davis
University of California at Irvine
University of California at Los 

Angeles
University of California at San 

Diego
University of Colorado at 

Boulder*
University of Colorado at 

Colorado Springs
University of Colorado at Denver
University of Denver
University of Florida
University of Georgia*
University of Kansas
University of Kentucky*
University of Maryland, College 

Park
University of Miami
University of Michigan*
University of Mississippi*
University of Mobile*
University of Montevallo*
University of New Orleans
University of North Alabama
University of North Carolina at 

Asheville
University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill*
University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro*
University of Notre Dame*

University of Oklahoma*
University of Pennsylvania*
University of Richmond
University of Rochester*
University of South Alabama*
University of South Carolina*
University of South Dakota
University of Southern 

Mississippi*
University of Tennessee, 

Chattanooga
University of Tennessee, 

Knoxville
University of Tulsa
University of Utah
University of Virginia*
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin, 

Madison
Vanderbilt University*
Villanova University
Wake Forest University*
Warren Wilson College
Washington and Jefferson 

College
Washington and Lee University*
Washington University in St. 

Louis
Wesleyan University
Western Kentucky University
Western State College of 

Colorado
Winthrop University
Wofford College*

* Chosen by one or more 
students

Members of the Mountain Brook High School graduating Class of 2008 
were accepted into 154 colleges and universities, ultimately choosing to at-
tend sixty-two of them, according to Karen Svetlay, the high school’s College 
Advisor.  “Twelve in-state schools and 142 out-of-state schools sent accep-
tances to our graduates this year.  There is an impressive variety of schools 
represented and we feel good about our students’ searches going so well.”

“Our goal in advising and supporting the college admissions process is 
for every one of our graduates to gain acceptance into a college or univer-
sity that meets their needs,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Charles 
Mason.  “This is often a complicated blend of academic, fi nancial, and 
personal preferences.  And, obviously, fi nancial matters are increasing in 
the mix of factors to be considered.  The rising cost of college tuition and 
expenses is a factor in students who are accepted at top-ranked private col-
leges choosing other schools offering more attractive fi nancial packages.”  

Karen Svetlay takes a similar approach.  “I like to emphasize with par-
ents and students the importance of  fi nding the right match for a student,” 
she said.  “Many parents and students tend to focus on the prestige of  the 
college or university.  And as a group, our students do better than their 
peers across the country in getting accepted at prestigious schools.  But as 
more schools are becoming increasingly selective, it’s even more important 
that students fi nd a school that’s a good match for them academically and 
personally.  Those most selective school spots will be available to fewer stu-
dents in the coming years and there are many great schools out there that 
students can overlook by only focusing on the most prestigious.” 

“Every year I am pleased to see how our students do in the college se-
lection process,” said Dr. Mason.  “We are always proud of our students’ 
accomplishments, which are tributes to their hard work, their families’ sup-
port, and our fi ne faculty and staff  at all Mountain Brook schools.”
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College Admissions Process Can 
Be Long and Stressful

Students and families of Mountain Brook Schools often have high hopes 
and high expectations for college admissions.  Parents of students in the 
system tend to be very well-educated themselves and understand the value 
of higher education.  “In this school system, college admissions planning re-
ally is underway by the 9th grade year,” said Mountain Brook High School 
College Advisor Karen Svetlay, “and we encourage students to be mindful 
of their GPA, their plan for high school courses, and their choice of extra-
curricular activities as they go into their last year at the junior high.”

Mountain Brook Schools Student Services Director Dr. Dale Wisely 
provides an annual workshop for parents regarding some of the family 
issues that often come up as crunch-time approaches for selecting a col-
lege.  “Both students and their parents can experience a great deal of stress 
around this issue, particularly in the last half  of high school,” Wisely said.  
“Not only is the selection process itself  complicated and anxiety-provok-
ing, but all of this is happening while the family is preparing for the sepa-
ration that comes when the young person goes away to school.  It’s always 
true that the family will never be the same once a young person goes off  
to school. It’s emotionally tough on parents.  Students, while often quite 
excited about going to college, are often surprised at the emotional strain.”  
Wisely recommends paying close attention to these emotional aspects of 
the process and communicating as openly as possible within the family 
about both the practical and emotional aspects of the process.

Getting Ready for College:
Some Key Activities
9th Grade:

Work with parents and school counselor to make four-year plan of • 
courses.
Focus on GPA, which counts now!• 
Commit to extracurricular activities.  Don’t just join things—get • 
involved!
Begin writing down achievements: Honor roll, clubs, sports, commu-• 
nity activity.

10th grade:
Take the PSAT – Pre-SAT (required) and the PLAN Pre-ACT (optional).• 
Focus on grades, attendance, leadership.• 
Keep working on a portfolio of achievements and update as you go.• 
Stay committed to extracurricular activity.  Colleges often are inter-• 
ested in leadership and the extent of your commitment more than just 
a list of things you’ve joined.

11th grade:
Take an ACT/SAT workshop at the high school, or other location.• 
Take the PSAT.  National Merit Scholarship packages are awarded • 
based on these.
Attend college fairs.  Start reviewing college guides and websites.• 
Take the ACT and/or SAT.  • 
Don’t forget grades, attendance, and leadership!• 
Keep updating your portfolio of achievements.• 
Schedule visits to some colleges you’re considering.• 

12th grade:
Take (or re-take) the ACT or SAT in early Fall.• 
Keep those grades up. Beware of senioritis!• 
List your top 5 schools, their requirements and deadlines for applica-• 
tions (test scores, GPA, teacher recommendations, essays, etc.).  Start 
a system for keeping this information organized and to check your 
progress for making a successful application.
Get information about fi nancial aid at each school.  What is available? • 
How and when do you apply?
Work on applications, write essays.• 
Ask teachers to write recommendations at least ONE MONTH before • 
the schools’ application deadlines.
Visit your top schools.  Try to attend “preview” days.• 
Apply for fi nancial aid and scholarships.  • 
Once everything is in, make sure you read your mail and email for ac-• 
ceptance letters.  As they come in, note what response they need and 
when they need it.  Respond promptly!  

Mountain Brook Board of 
Education Honors Retirees
Tim Norris and Garry Rickard 

The Mountain Brook Board of Education recently honored two retir-
ing employees by naming two school facilities after them.  At its June meet-
ing, the board approved naming an amphitheater to be built at Mountain 
Brook Junior High after retiring Principal Garry Rickard.   Mr. Rickard 
is retiring after thirty-six years in the city school system where he served 
as teacher, assistant principal at the high school and, most recently, twenty 
years as Principal of the Junior High.  

“I look forward to hearing the band playing, the choir singing and class-
es using that outdoor theater,” Mr. Rickard said. Mr. Rickard said he has 
hoped  to have an outdoor classroom/amphitheater since the dedication of 
the Junior High’s Flag Plaza at the main entrance to the school on Septem-
ber 11, 2002. Hundreds of students and faculty gathered in the parking lot 
and on the hill to dedicate the fl ag plaza and to remember those who died 
in the tragedy of September 11, 2001. It was at this moment that Mr. Rick-
ard thought an outdoor amphitheater would provide an excellent venue for 
teachers to conduct class, for band concerts, and for special events such as 
Shakespeare Day. 

The Board of Education approved naming Mountain Brook High 
School’s library the Tim Norris Library after outgoing Personnel Director 
Tim Norris.  Dr. Norris served as principal at Mountain Brook High for 
nineteen years.  Superintendent Dr. Charles Mason pointed out that Dr. 
Norris’s tenure as principal at the high school covered roughly half  of the 
forty-two years of the high school’s existence.  “Anyone who has dedicated 
his or her professional life to promoting and facilitating the education of 
young people would be pleased to have a school library named in their 
honor,” remarked Dr. Mason.  “This is a fi tting tribute to our colleague, 
who has served our students and our school system so long and so well.”

Helpful Websites on College 
Admissions
Tests

ACT: www.act.org
SAT: www.collegeboard.com

Applying

Common application: www.commonapp.org
Information and reviews of colleges and universities

Princeton Review: www.princetonreview.com
Peterson’s: www.petersons.com

Financial Aid

Application: www.fafsa.ed.gov
Scholarships, etc.:  www.fastweb.org
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July 11, 2008

Dear Spartan Fan:

We are writing to you, a Spartan Fan and member of our community, to familiarize you with the Mountain 
Brook Sports Corporation (“Sports Corp”).  As our name implies, the purpose of “Sports Corp” is to raise 
money to support and improve the athletic facilities and sports programs at Mountain Brook Junior High and 
Mountain Brook High School.  “Sports Corp” was founded in 1998 as a charitable 501(c)(3) organization and is 
run by a Board of Directors, made up of residents of Mountain Brook.

As Mountain Brook Schools continue to rank among the best public schools in the country, we intend to evaluate 
the athletic facilities needs and to utilize our funds for improvements in partnership with our school system.  In 
the past ten  years we have raised and spent over a million dollars on the following projects: construction of the 
MBHS football fi eld house, concession stand and press box at Spartan Stadium; purchase of new wrestling and 
cheerleader mats; resurfacing and increasing the size of the track at Spartan Stadium; improvements to the baseball 
fi eld; purchase of a volleyball serving machine; construction of indoor baseball and softball batting facilities; 
purchase of video editing equipment for the football program, and other non-capital needs for basketball, track, 
and volleyball programs.

To continue our progress towards improving our facilities, we are embarking on a three year fund raising campaign 
called “Sports Corp Endowment Fund” that will allow “Sports Corp” to establish an endowment to provide for 
our athletic needs for many years to come. With the support of the Mountain Brook Schools, we will work 
with the athletic directors and school principals to use the interest earnings from the endowment for “bricks 
and mortar” capital improvements, equipment, etc. As our endowment grows, we will be able to offer more to 
the schools in funding for improvements of this type. We trust that you will also share our vision and ask for 
your support through your fi nancial contributions, gifts of stock or other property.  Please refer to the enclosed 
brochure and complete the pledge card and return it, along with your contribution, at the address provided.  All 
donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.

On behalf  of the Mountain Brook Sports Corporation, we want to thank you in advance for your support of 
our efforts to offer our athletes and coaches an opportunity to utilize superior facilities and equipment and to 
provide them with a competitive athletic experience that is second to none.  We would welcome the opportunity 
to meet with you personally to discuss how you can be involved.  Please feel free to call any of the members of the 
Executive Committee listed below.

Very truly yours,
Mountain Brook Sports Corporation

Executive Committee 2008 - 2009
Mike Morrison – President
Doug Centeno – Vice President
Ron Fritze – Secretary / Treasurer
Chuck Branch, Glenn Estess, T.O. McDowell, Peyton Sherrod, Paul Sparks, Trey Traylor
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Mountain Brook City
Schools Foundation

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Carmine Jordan, Executive Director

MBCSF
POST OFFICE BOX 530834, MOUNTAIN BROOK, AL 35253

(205) 414-0042
mbcsfoundation@bellsouth.net

CLASS REUNION INFORMATION

STRATEGIC PLAN SURVEY:

Dear Citizens of Mountain Brook:
I am pleased to report that 16 

years after its inception, the Moun-
tain Brook City Schools Founda-
tion has been successful in fulfi lling 
its mission of  providing funds to 
maintain the academic excellence of 
our schools.

Our current endowment is over 
$7.4 million, with another $500,000 
in outstanding pledges.  The Foun-
dation has allocated $3,284,609 to 
our school system since 1995.  That’s 
an average of more than $234,000 a 
year for the past fourteen years. 

The leadership of the Founda-
tion is in the process of developing 
a strategic plan for the next 10-15 
years.  We would like your input to 
help us with this important effort.  
Please take a few minutes to answer 
a short online survey to tell us what 
you think about the Foundation.  

A generous donor has agreed to 
donate $5.00 to the Foundation for 
every completed survey.  You may 
access the online survey at the web 
address below to tell us where you 
think the Foundation should be 
heading over the next several years.

http://vantageassociates.com/
MBCSFnd/SvyForm.asp

Please call 414-0042 if  you would 
like for us to mail you a copy of the 
survey.  You will also receive a let-
ter through the mail regarding this 
initiative.  We look forward to your 
comments and suggestions.  Thank 
you for your participation in the fu-
ture of the Foundation.

Linda J. Stone, MD
President, Mountain Brook City 
Schools Foundation

The Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation pro-
vides an ongoing and dependable funding source for 
critical academic “extras” (i.e. technology, teacher train-
ing and development, and library enhancement).  These 
extras benefi t every grade level and every academic sub-
ject area.  Investments in the Foundation help to fi ll the 
funding gaps that can make the difference between a 
good school system and a great one.

Foundation Gifts 1995-2009 $3,284,609
Where has the money gone? 

Professional Development $1,579,777
Technology $1,575,312
Library Enhancement $   129,520

 $3,284,609

Professional Development:
91,000   Hours of teacher training
Staff  Development Specialists (Reading and Math)

Technology:  
Computer Workstations
Classroom Response Systems
Laptop Computer Labs at each school
Listening Centers
Portable AlphaSmart Labs

(Wireless Word Processors)
Printers
Portable Dreamwriter Labs

(Wireless Word Processors)
Pocket PC’s
GPS software
Data Projectors
Video Broadcasting Equipment
Document Cameras
Classroom Sound Enhancement Systems
Science Lab Equipment

Library Enhancement:
4,500 Library Books

Grant approved for the 2008-2009 School Year:
Each year the Program and Needs Committee of 

the Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation meets 
to hear a request from the school system regarding its 
needs for the coming school year.  After a presentation 
by Dr. Charles Mason and his staff, the following alloca-
tion was recommended by the committee and approved 
by the Board of Directors:

Professional Development
Math Coach $60,000
Professional Development Stipends $80,000

 SUBTOTAL $140,000

Technology
High School

Laptops, printers,
classroom response systems,
Sound enhancement systems $91,500

Junior High
Laptops, printers,
Classroom Response Systems,
Sound enhancement systems,
band sound system $107,500

Grades 5-6
Classroom Response Systems $24,000

Grades k-4
Listening Centers $22,918

 SUBTOTAL $245,918

 TOTAL: $385,918

Margaret Spencer Ragland Award
The Board of Directors also approved the nomina-

tion of Sue Mink, a Special Education teacher at Cher-
okee Bend Elementary School to receive the Margaret 
Spencer Ragland Award.  This award is given each year 
to a staff  member in recognition of meritorious or supe-
rior contributions that are above and beyond the call of 
duty and that benefi t the life of the students.  

Fight the high gasoline prices by shopping online at the
Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation Virtual Mall.

Go to www.mtnbrook.k12.al.us and click on the Virtual Mall link.
A portion of every transaction will benefi t our schools.

Class of 1978 Reunion
Date: October 10-11
Register online at
www.mbhs30yr.org

Class of 1998 Reunion
Date: August 22-23
Contact: 
ebt@internationalmoulding.com
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