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If  you haven’t visited Mountain Brook High 
School in the last few months, you’ll likely be 
surprised the next time you come on campus.  
As one drives into the parking area, there is a 
new “by-pass” road on the left, a new athletic 
arena on the right, a prominent new Fine Arts 
addition and, in the center, a focal point:  a glass 
and steel entry tower, providing a clearly defined 
entryway.

In 2005, members of  the Mountain Brook 
Schools administration began a process of  plan-
ning for construction and renovation of  school 

High School Additions and Renovation 
Enhance Learning Environment

facilities.  This involved a facilities assessment 
conducted by school system administrators and 
the architectural firm Krebs & Associates.  This 
group established a set of  facility needs and rec-
ommended methods for meeting those needs, 
either by new construction, renovation, or re-
allocation of  existing space.  Part of  this pro-
cess led to identifying priorities throughout the 
system.  Funding of  these projects was  greatly 
aided by the timely passing of  the county-wide 
sales tax along with the State educational con-
struction bond issue.   The high school con- (Continued on page 14)

struction and renovation is the final phase of 
the construction and renovation plans devel-
oped from this assessment.  

So, what is new at the high school?  In ad-
dition to Spartan Arena, which opened in time 
for basketball season two years ago, a number 
of projects are now completed. Renovation of 
existing space allowed for the addition of 9 new 
classrooms, including science labs, drivers edu-
cation, business education, English, foreign lan-
guage, and special education classrooms.

The renovations and additions to MBHS have allowed for a major redesign of the entrance to the school and the spaces just inside the front entrance.  A glass and steel tower 
now clearly marks the entry into the school, which visitors had found difficult to locate in the past.  Just inside is a large and welcoming reception desk and a renovated suite 
of administrative offices with an added conference room.  To the right, a gallery walkway allows for flow in and out of the Fine Arts Center.
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(SCHOOL ADDITIONS – Continued from page 13)

The state-of-the-art Fine Arts Center addi-
tion includes a new black box theater/theater lab 
for the dramatic arts and classrooms for the vi-
sual arts programs.  “One of the exciting aspects 
of this construction is that all of our Fine Arts 
programs are now located under one roof,” said 
Vic Wilson, the high school’s principal.  “They 
are beautiful facilities and greatly enhance our 
ability to teach these subjects.  And, the Fine 
Arts Center is now fully accessible via a gallery 
walkway connecting it to the Mall.”

In the school, athletic rooms and offices have 
been extensively renovated and now include a 
larger wrestling practice facility which can dou-
ble as a multipurpose room.  Perhaps the most 
noticeable difference when one enters the school 
is a new entryway, capped by an entry tower.  “It 
has always been somewhat difficult for visitors 
to find the actual entrance into the high school,” 
observes Dicky Barlow, former principal and 
now Assistant to the Superintendent.  “This 
new, well-designed entrance takes away that 
uncertainty and, once inside, our visitors are 
welcomed at a new reception area in the Mall.” 
Behind the reception area are renovated admin-
istrative offices, a nurse’s office, and a school 
conference room.

“Once we began looking at the high school’s 
facility needs, it became apparent that there were 
multiple opportunities to improve the property,” 
said Dicky Barlow.  “We looked not only at the 
school itself, but at other community-wide in-
terests such as sports fields, community access, 
parking, emergency access, and Parks and Recre-
ation facilities.”  This led to the formation of the 
High School Master Plan Committee, headed by 
well-known Mountain Brook resident Charlie 

Renovation of existing space allowed for the addition 
of several classrooms, including new science rooms.  
Science faculty member Beth Hines said of her new 
classroom,  “By providing them with a first class 
laboratory/classroom setting, our students will develop 
a sense of awe and wonder from observing live animals, 
an appreciation for history and diversity by study of 
fossilized and preserved specimens, an intangible feel 
for the discipline and rigor of a real research lab, and 
an understanding that science is a lifelong learning 
experience by using our Scientific Library of current 
and classic scientific books and journals.  It is a truly 
comprehensive scientific learning environment.”

Spencer.  This large committee consisted of City 
Council members, City government representa-
tives, Sports Associations leaders, high school 
officials, and central office administrators.    

The High School Master Plan led to the addi-
tion of a new synthetic field turf at Spartan Sta-
dium, allowing for greater range of use during 
the entire school year.  Also, a newly construct-
ed by-pass road now runs from the entrance just 
off  Oakdale Drive to the back of the school, 
providing better access to the community’s lower 

soccer fields.  The by-pass will allow the existing 
road to be converted into a pedestrian concourse 
to be completed this summer.    This beautifully 
designed pedestrian concourse will serve as a 
gathering place for students and community 
members and will provide additional seating for 
stadium events while preventing vehicular traffic 
near the school to improve safety.

“As the high school projects are complet-
ed, we are winding up a set of renovation and 
construction additions that have involved all 
schools and the new Central Office/Professional 
Learning Center,” said Dr. Charles Mason, Su-
perintendent of Schools.  “These construction 
projects should meet our projected facility next 
for the next five to ten years.”

In the next edition of The Reporter, we will 
spotlight the additions to Mountain Brook Ju-
nior High.

Spartans Football fans and visitors saw both a highly successful football season and a new synthetic turf  at 
Spartan Stadium.  “This field turf  is a state of the art playing surface second to none,” said MBHS Head 
Football Coach Chris Yeager, “This surface improves the quality of play while reducing the chance of injury to 
our athletes. It also allows for year round use by all of  our field sports as well as use in rainy weather. “
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The Fine Arts Center now features three new visual 
arts classrooms with abundant natural light and 
much-needed space.  “These classrooms are certainly 
aesthetically pleasing,” said Principal Vic Wilson, “but 
they are also much more functional.  We have the two-
dimensional classroom, a classroom devoted to 3D art, 
and a photography lab.  Students can now multitask in 
these spaces and work on various types of art projects 
at the same time.  Computers are available for design 
work and research.  We’ve also gained the kind of  
storage space we have needed, both for supplies and 
for student art projects.   We can now proudly display 
student artwork in the way it deserves to be displayed.”

Mountain Brook 
Sports Corporation- 

January, 2009 Update

Mountain Brook Sports Corpora-
tion, a charitable organization formed 
to raise money for the athletic programs 
at Mountain Brook High School and 
Mountain Brook Junior High School, 
is pleased to announce that it has es-
tablished the Mountain Brook Sports 
Corporation Endowment Fund.  The 
Endowment Fund was established in the 
last Quarter of 2008, and already has a 
five figure balance invested for the ben-
efit of the Mountain Brook athletic pro-
grams.  We hope to grow the principal 
balance to a six figure sum in 2009 and 
hope to make our first contributions of 
earnings in the 2010-2011 school year.  
All contributions to the Endowment 
Fund will be invested and the earnings 
will be used to support the Mountain 
Brook athletic programs.  By contribut-
ing, you are creating a legacy to your chil-
dren and grandchildren.  Please consider 
making a tax deductible contribution to 
the Mountain Brook Sports Corporation 
Endowment Fund in order to improve 
the excellent athletic programs at Moun-
tain Brook schools.  If  you are interested 
in making a donation to the Mountain 
Brook Sports Corporation Endowment 
Fund, please contact Doug Centeno at 
278-8000 or dcenteno@bcattys.com. 

The new Black Box theatre in the Fine Arts addition, with the set for its first production, HARVEY, which ran 
in January.   “This production theatre illustrates the power of intimate theatre,” according to Pat Yates, who 
teaches theatre at MBHS.  “Those who saw HARVEY realize the impact of such a space on both the actors and 
the audience.  There is a shared energy and connection between the two, which is perfect for ‘pure’ theater where 
the most human elements of a story drive the show.  This, of  course, is a challenge for the actors, making it a 
wonderful training ground for our theatre students.”
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Mountain Brook City 
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FOUNDATION 
MISSION:

The mission of  the Mountain 
Brook City Schools Foundation 
is to mobilize community support 
and resources for the academic im-
provement of  the school system.

Established in 1992 as a 501(c)3 
tax-exempt organization, the Moun-
tain Brook City Schools Founda-
tion began making distributions to 
the school system in 1995.  Since 
then the foundation has distributed 
$3,294,609 to the Mountain Brook 
Schools in the areas of  Technology, 
Staff  Development and Library 
Enhancement.  

Gifts donated to the foundation 
go into an endowment and are tax-
deductible. A spending formula 
guarantees that the schools will 
receive a minimum distribution 
each year while maintaining the 
fund’s principal.  The fund is under 
professional management and the 
fund managers are monitored by 
the foundation’s Investment Com-
mittee.   The Foundation’s spend-
ing policy is set at 5.5 percent of 
assets, averaged over the previous 
twelve quarters.  While current 
economic conditions will have a 
negative impact on the amount of 
the distribution for next year, that 
impact will be lessened because the 
determination is based on an av-
eraged amount spread out over a 
three year period.  

Since the Governor of  the State 
of  Alabama has put our schools 
in pro-ration, the importance of 
the support of  the foundation for 
our schools is especially critical. 
Although the foundation will be 
able to make a distribution each 
year, that amount will increase 
as the endowment grows.   If  you 
have not already made a donation 
to the foundation, please consider 
one now.  All gifts are appreciated 
and every gift helps to assure that 
Mountain Brook Schools continue 
to be ranked among the tops in the 
nation.   A pledge card is enclosed 
in this publication.

We need your help.

Pictured is Tommy Luckie, President of the Mountain Brook 
City Schools Foundation Board of Directors, as he presents 
a check for $385,918 to Dr. Charles Mason, Superintendent 
of Mountain Brook Schools.  This check is the grant from 
the foundation for the 2008-2009 school year.

REUNIONS 2009
The Mountain Brook High School Classes of  1969, 1979, 1989 and 1999 

will be having reunions in 2009.  Please contact our office if  have informa-
tion about graduates from those classes so that the contact information is 
updated for reunion planners.   Office contact information is below.

The Foundation will be publishing a new Mountain Brook High School 
Alumni Directory in 2010 so graduates will be contacted during 2009 by 
Harris Connect to update the database.  We appreciate your help with this 
project.

Contact Information:
Carmine Jordan, Executive Director

Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation
Post Office Box 530834

Mountain Brook, AL 35253
(205) 414-0042

mbcsfoundation@bellsouth.net 




