
Violence Prevention



Preventing school violence is a top 
priority for school and public safety 
officials today. Efforts include creating 
more positive school environments, 
reviewing security measures, and 
improving school/community 
collaboration.



Facts about school violence

 In spite of highly visible school violence 
incidents, school violence is not an epidemic. 
Statistically, schools remain very safe places.

 There is no accurate profile of the violent 
offender.

 School shooters often have social problems, 
but they are not necessarily loners.



Facts about school violence

 Revenge is a common factor, but not the exclusive 
motivation for school shootings.

 Most attackers had previously used guns and had 
access to them.

 Unusual behavior or interests do not predict school 
violence.

 School shootings do not appear to be impulsive.  
They usually follow a planning period.



Facts about school violence

 Prior to most incidents, the attacker told 
someone about his or her ideas or plans.

 In some cases, other students were involved 
in some capacity.

 Bullying, or perceived bullying, appears to be 
a factor in many attacks.



“Profile” of violent student

 Much effort has gone into attempts to identify 
students who will later become violent.  

 No formula can predict a school violence incident.
 “Profiling”:  Runs the risk of misidentifying students 

who are not truly at risk for violence.
 The more likely a “profile” will identify an at-risk 

student, the more likely it will also identify students 
who are not at risk.



Threat assessment

 Rather than try to identify at-risk students, 
threat assessment attempts can determine 
the seriousness of a threat and the likelihood it 
will be carried out.  

 Characteristics of the student who made the 
threat are only one part of threat assessment.



4 areas in threat assessment
(FBI Model)

The FBI has offered a 4-pronged model for 
assessing threats:

Student
School
Social
Family
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Factors regarding the student

 Capacity to cope with stress & conflict
 Capacity to deal with negative experiences: 

anger, humiliation, sadness, failure.
 Response to rules and authority
 Need for control
 Capacity for empathy and respect of others
 Sense of self-importance 

(superiority/inferiority)



The Student (continued)

 Frustration tolerance
 Focus on perceived injustices
 Depression/mental illness
 Need for attention
 Focus of blame (inward or outward)



4 areas in threat assessment
(FBI Model)
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Factors regarding the school

 Student’s attachment to school
 Tolerance for disrespectful behavior
 Approach to discipline (fairness-arbitrariness)
 Flexibility/inclusiveness of school culture
 “Pecking order” among students
 Code of silence vs. tendency to report signs 

of trouble.
 Supervision of computer access
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Social Factors

 Peer group relationships and culture
 Use of drugs and alcohol
 Media, entertainment, technology
 Level and focus of outside interests
 Potential copycat effect of past incidents.



4 areas in threat assessment
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Family dynamics

 Parent-child relationship
 Attitudes toward pathological behavior
 Access to weapons
 Attitude toward parental authority
 Monitoring of TV, computer use.



Imminent warning signs

 Imminent warning signs indicate that a 
student may be very close to behaving 
in a way that is potentially dangerous to 
self and/or to others. 

 Imminent warning signs require an 
immediate response. 



Imminent warning signs

 No single warning sign can predict that a 
dangerous act will occur. Rather, imminent 
warning signs usually are presented as a 
sequence of overt, serious, hostile behaviors 
or threats directed at peers, staff, or other 
individuals. Usually, imminent warning signs 
are evident to more than one staff member.



Imminent warning signs may include:

 Serious physical fighting with peers or family 
members. 

 Severe destruction of property. 
 Severe rage for seemingly minor reasons. 
 Detailed threats of lethal violence. 
 Possession and/or use of firearms and other 

weapons. 
 Other self-injurious behaviors or threats of suicide. 



Response to imminent warning signs

 When warning signs indicate that danger is 
imminent, safety must always be the first 
and foremost consideration. Action must be 
taken immediately. 



Response to imminent signs

 Immediate intervention by school authorities and possibly 
law enforcement officers is needed when a child: 
– Has presented a detailed plan (time, place, 

method) to harm or kill others — particularly if the 
child has a history of aggression or has attempted 
to carry out threats in the past. 

– Is carrying a weapon, particularly a firearm, and 
has threatened to use it. 

 In situations where students present threatening 
behaviors, see your school administrator.  Parents 
should be informed of the concerns immediately. 



Sources for this training

A Guide to Safe Schools (Center for 
Effective Collaboration and Practice, 
2001)

Threat Assessment: Predicting and 
Preventing School Violence (National 
Association of School Psychologists, 
2002)


