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Student Evaluation, Assessment, and Reporting System (SEARS) 

 

Purpose:  SEARS provides students with authentic, relevant, and useful feedback on task accomplishment 

and progress.   

 

Intent/Rationale:    

• Traditional-Grade Reporting System (TRG) calculation does not accurately reflect what a student knows 

or can do.   

• TRG is built on perfection in which teachers deduct points. Consequently, conversations after the 

scoring are too often solely focused on how many items a student missed or what skill he didn’t do 

correctly.   

• SEARS creates an environment where student progress towards meeting and exceeding a standard is the 

goal.  

• GROWTH = Success/Failure + Reflection + Adjustment  

• SEARS is a bridge between standards and traditional/letter-numerical systems.   

• It is TRG friendly; meeting the standard and expectations will earn a student a 90-or A.   

 

Assessment Scale  

 

Using the following scale, student work will be assessed and reported.  (The rubrics for specific assignments 

will be more specific.) 

 

5  Exceeds the standard/expectation… 

4  Meets the standard/expectation…  

3  Meets the standard/expectation but … 

2  Approaches the standard/expectation however… 

1  Attempt falls well short of standard/expectation because… 

0  Missing Element  

 

Here’s How It Works:  Students in a specific assignment are asked to explain the Enlightenment.  Specific 

instructions, guidance and requirements to meet the expectation are provided.    

 

Scoring Rubric and Ratings.  Explain the Enlightenment 
 
5 Excellent = Exceeds the expectation-standard 

4 Good = Meets the expectation-standard: clear, specific, and/or accurate 

3 Satisfactory =Meets the expectation-standard but lacks clarity, not sufficient enough, or minor errors 

2 Approaches Standard = Lacks clarity, insufficient explanation, evidence not sufficient or relevant, or factual errors. 

1 Attempt = Attempt was made for this element, doesn’t meet the standard, various reasons  

0 Missing = Element missing. 

 

• A topic sentence that establishes your argument and organizes your answer.  2 

• A definition of the Enlightenment includes the basic W’s:  what, when, and where 5 

• Accurately, clearly, and concisely discusses 3 of following elements of the Enlightenment:   

▪ Age of Reason         

▪ The Encyclopedia        4  

▪ Salons  & Philosophes         4 

▪ Skepticism         4 

▪ Legacy          

•   Writing Mechanics (Grammar, spelling, punctuation etc.)     3  
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Explanation  
1. Overall score determined by averaging the scores.   

2. Average the ratings: Total 22/6 = 3.7 

3. Here the student for the most part meets the overall standard but she falls short of fully meeting the 

expectation because her topic sentence and writing had some issues.   

4. The 3.7 is not just a number but shows the student to what extent she meets the overall expectation.  

5. This student can now go over her results plus any teacher comments and reflect on what she did well 

and not so well.  She will find that she knows the content well enough, but communicating what she 

knows needs some work.   

6. 3.7 is an opportunity for growth and not a badge of distinction or shame.   

7. GROWTH = Success/Failure + Reflection + Adjustments  

 

SEARS with objective-style assessments such as Multiple-Choice, Matching, True or False    

• The teacher determines what number items correct is acceptable to meet the content knowledge 

standard and build the scale from there.  

• For example, A 20 item Matching Quiz.   

19-20 = 5 Excellent.   

17-18 = 4 Meets the Standard.   

14-16 = 3 Approaches the Standard  

10-13 = 2  Below Standard:  Knows some but needs work 

9        =  1  Oops:   

 

• In many cases, students can meet a content knowledge expectation without having to respond correctly 

at a high percentage.   

• This scale is especially advantageous with low item assessments and helps in those times a student 

inadvertently marks the wrong item, misread a question or the choices, having one of those days, or 

myriad of other “oopses” that don’t necessarily reflect what he really knows.   

• Even standardized tests like the ACT or Advanced Placement are scaled. Highest score doesn’t equate 

to perfection in right answers.   

 

SEARS to TRG 

4-5    = 90-100 A  

3-3.9 = 80-89 B  

2-2.9 = 70-79 C  

1.9    = 69    D/F 

 

 

Reporting in PowerSchool  

• Individual assignment scores will be posted in PowerSchool, but WILL NOT calculate to a grade. 

Reporting only.   

• Periodically, Mr. Hnizdil will provide a progress grade using the traditional 100-point scale.  

• This “grade” will represent the overall level of proficiency at the time of the report.  

o The 100-point grade WILL NOT be an average of the assignments reported nor an average of all 

progress reports.  

o It will be the teacher’s overall assessment of a student’s progress in meeting the expectations in 

formal, informal activities. 

 

 


